Nurses' knowledge of pressure ulcer management in elderly people.
The nursing management of pressure ulcers has not been extensively reported in the Hong Kong context. This article reports the results of a survey of 34 Hong Kong registered nurses to determine their knowledge and practices in preventing and treating pressure ulcers in the elderly. The findings indicate that, overall, the nurses had a sound knowledge of the prevention and treatment of pressure ulcers, but that there were inconsistencies in their practices. This situation could be improved if standardized systems for assessing patients at risk of developing pressure ulcers and for grading (staging) these pressure ulcers were used.